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NARRATIVE 


OF THE LATE 
WORK or GOD, &c. 


3 town of Northampton in New. England 
1 contains about two hundred families. After a 

more than ordinary licentiouſneſs in the people 
here, a concern for religion began to revive in the 
year 1729, but more oblervably in 1733; when 
there was a general reformation of outward diſ- 
orders, which has continued ever ſince. g 

2. Soon after, a remarkable concern began to ap- 
pear in a little village, three miles from the towns 
From thence it ſpread to us in ſpring 1734, ond in- 
creaſed during the ſummer, In autumn I propoſed 
it to the young people, to ſpend the evenings in 
ſocial religion; and to that end, to divide them— 
ſelves into ſeveral companies, to meet in various 
parts of the town : Which was accordingly done, and 
the example afterwards imitated by elder people. 

3. About this time I began to preach concerning 
& Juſtification by Faith alone.” This was attended 
with a very remarkable bleſſing: The people in 
general were deeply concerned, and began earneſtly 
to ſeek acceptance with Goon and Salvation in the 
way of the goſpel. And then it was, in December, - 
that the Spirit of Gop began wonderfully to 
work among us, A great and carnelt concern about 
the things of Gop ran through all paris of the 
town, And the noiſe among the dry bones waxed. 
louder and louder: All talk but of cternal things 
was laid aſide, The converſation in all companies 
(unleſs ſo far as was neceſſary for the carrying on 
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of worldly buſineſs) was wholly upon religion, 
The minds of pcople were ſtrangely taken off from 
the world: It was treated as a thing of very little 
importance: Men followed their buſineſs, only as 
a part of their duty; the temptation now lying on 
that hand, to negle& worldly affairs, and to ſpend 
too much time in the immediate exerciſe of religion, 
And this thing was exceedingly mifrepreſeuted, by 
reports ſpread in diſtant parts of the land, as tho? 
the people here had wholly thrown by all buſinefs, 
and ſpent all their time in reading, hearing and 
payer, | | | 

4. But though people did not ordinarily negleCt 
their buhneſs, yet religion was with all forts the 
great concern, The thing in their view was, the 
kingdom oct heaven, and every one appeared preis- 
ing into it, There was icarce a perſon in the town 
left unconcerned, The vaineſt and looſeſt of all, 
and thoſe who were uled to ipeak moſt ſlightly of 
inward religion, were now generally in deep con- 
victions, And the work increaled daily more: So 
that from day to day, for many months together, 
might be feen evident inſtances of {inners brought 
« out of darkneſs into marvellous light.” 

5, Hence there ſoon appeared a glorious altera- 
tion: So that in the ſpring and ſummer following, 
Anno 1725, the town ſeemed to be full of the pre- 
{cnce of Gon. It never was ſo full of love, and 
Joy, nor yet of dittreſs as it was then, There were 
remarkable tokens of Gop's preſence, almoit in 
every houſe; Parents rejoicing over their children 
as new- born, huſbands over their wives, and wives 
over their huſbands, 4 The goings of Gop were 
then feen in his {ſanctuary ” :; Our public aſſemblies 
were beautiful: The conpregation was alive in 
God's ſervice: every one earneſtly intent on the 
work; every hearer eager to drink in the word; 
the aſſembly in general from time to time, in tears: 
ſome weeping with forrow and diſtreis, others with 
Joy and love; and others with pity and tender con— 
cern for the fouls of their neighbours, 

6. In all companies, on whatever occaſions per- 
ſons met, Chriſt was to be heard of, and ſeen in the 


midſt 
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midſt of them. Our young people, when together, 
were wont to ſpend the time, in talking of the 
dying love of Chriſt, the glorious excellency of his. 
Salvation, and his free Grace to loſt ſinners. Even 
at weddings, there was now no diſcourſe but of 
religion, and no appearance of any but ſpiritual 
mirth, D | | | 

7. When this work of Gop began, others round 
about us ſeemed not to know what to make of it: 
And there were many that ſcoffed at and ridiculed 
it, But it was very obſervable of many who oc- 
caſionally came among us, that what they ſaw here, 
ſoon cured them of ſuch a temper. Strangers were 
generally ſurprized, to find things ſo much beyond 
what they had heard, and were wont to tell others, 
that the ſtate of the town could not be conceived - 
by thoſe that had not ſeen it. And molt of them 
went home with wounded hearts, and with fuch 
impreſſions as never wore off, There were many 
inſtances alſo of perſons that came to town, on 
viſits or on buſineſs, who had not been here long, 
before they partook of that ſhower of bleſſing and 
went home rejoicing; till at length the ſame work 
began evidently to appear in ſeveral other towns in 
the country. : 

8. In the month of March the people in South- 
Hadley began to be ſeized with deep concern about 
the things of religion; which ſoon became univer— 
fal: And the work of Gop has been very wonder- 
ful there; not much, if any thing, ſhort of what 
it has been here, in propottion to the bigneſs of the 

iace. About the ſame time it began to break forth 
in the weſt part of Suffield, and ſoon ſpread into 
all parts of the town. It next appeared at Sunder- 
land, and ſoon overſpead the town; and I believe 
was, for a ſeaſon, not leſs remarkable than it was 
here, About the ſame time, it began to appear in 
a part of Deerfield, called Green-River, and after- 
wards filled the town, It began alſo to be manifeſt, 
in the ſouth part of Hatfield, in a place called the 
Hill, and after that the whole town, in the ſecond . 
week of April, ſeemed to be ſeized, as it were at 
once, with concern about the things of Gon, There 
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has been alſo a very general awakening at Weſte 
Springfield, and Lond-Meadow; and in Enfield, 
there was for a time a general concern amongſt 
ſome that before had been very looſe perſons. 
About the ſame time that this appeared at Enfield, 
the Rev. Mr. Bull of Weſtfield, informed me, that 
there had been a great alteration there, and that 
more had been done in one week than in ſeven 
years before, Something of this work likewiſe ap- 
peared in the firſt precin@ in Springfield, princt- 
pally in the north and ſouth extreams of the pariſh. 
And in Hadley old town, there gradually appeared 
ſo much of a work of God, as at another time 
would have been thought worthy of much notice, 
For a ſhort time there was alſo a very great and 
general concern, of the like nature, at Northfield. 
And wherever this concern appeared, it ſeemed 
not to be in vain: But in every place God brought 
ſaving bleſſings with him, and his word attended 
with the Spirit, returned not void. It might well be 
ſaid at that time in all parts of the country, © Who 
are theſe that fly as a cloud, and as doves to their 


windows? ? | 


9. This remarkable pouring out of the Spirit of 
GOD, which thus extended from one end to the 
other of this country, was not confined to it, but 
many places in Connetticut have partook in the 
lame mercy : The firſt pariſh in Windſor was thus 
bleſt about the ſame time, while we had no know- 
ledge of each other's circumſtances, And ſome- 
thing conſiderable of the ſame work began after- 


Wards in Eaſt-Windfor, my honoured Father's 


pariſh, which has in times paſt been a place fa- 
voured with mercies of this nature, above any on 
this fide of New-England, except Northampton, 
10. There was alſo the laſt ſpring and ſummer a 
wonderful work of Gop carried on at Coventry, 
J had opportunity to converſe with ſome of Coven- 
try people, who gave me a very remarkable account 
of the ſurprizing Change that appeared in the moſt 
rude and vicious perſons there, The like was alſo 
very great at the ſame time in part of Lebanon, 


called the Crank, and at Durham; and likewiſe 


among ſt 
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amongſt many of the young people in the firſt 
precintt in Stafford. 

Something of this work appeared in ſeveral other. 
towns in thoſe parts the laſt autumn. And we 
have ſince been acquainted with ſomething very 
remarkable of this nature at another pariſh in Strat- 
ford called Ripton; as alſo at a part of Guilford; at 
Mansfield; at Tolland ; at Hebron, and at Bolton, 
There was alſo no ſmall effuſion of the Spirit of Gop 
in the north pariſh of Preſton, in the congregation of 
the Rev. Mr. Lord, who, with the Rev. Mr, Owen 
of Grotten, came up hither in May, the lait year, . 
on purpole to ſee the work of Gop here; and hav- 
ing heard various and contradictory accounts of it, 
were careful to inform and ſatisfy themſelves: To 
that end they particularly converſed with many of 
our people; which they declared to be entirel 


to their ſatisfattion ; and that the “ one half had 


not been told them.“ Mr. Lord told me that, when 
he got home, he in formed his congregation of 
what he had ſeen, and that it proved the begin- 
ning of the ſame work amongſt them, which pre- 
vailed till there was a general awakening, and many 
perſons remarkably converted. 

11. But this ſhower of divine bleſſing has been 
yet more extenſive; there was no fmall degree of 
it in ſome parts of the Jerſeys; as I was informed 
when I was at New-York, by ſome people of the 
Jerſeys, whom I ſaw: Eſpecially in a place called 


the Mountains, under the miniſtry of one Mr, 


Croſs; in another place, under the miniſtry of Mr, 
Gilbert Tennent; and ailo at another place, under 
the miniſtry of a Dutch miniſter, whoſe name as L 
remember was Freelinghouſe. 
12. This ſeems to have becn a very extraordinary 
diſpenſation of Providence: Go has in many re- 
ſpe&ts gone beyond his uſual, and ordinary way, 
The work in this town, and ſome others about us, 
has been extraordinary on account of the univer- 
ſality of it, effecting all forts, fober and vicious, 
high and low, rich and poor, wiſe and unwiſe; it 
reacheth the moſt conſiderable families and perſons, 
to all appearance, as much as others, In former 
| e | | | _—_ |ſtirrings. 
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ſtirrings of this nature, the bulk of the young 


people have been greatly affected, but old men and 
little children have been ſo now, Many of the laſt 
have of their own accord, formed. themſelves into 
religious ſocieties, in different parts of the town : 
A looſe careleſs perſon could ſcarcely find a com- 
Panion in the whole neighbourhood ;. and if there 
was any one that ſeemed-to remain ſenſeleſs or un- 
concerned, it was ſpoken of as a ſtrange thing, 

13. This diſpenſation has alſo appeared very ex- 
traordinary 11 the numbers of thoſe, on whom we 
have reaſon to hope it has had a ſaving effect: We 
have now about fix hundred and twenty communi— 
cants, which include almoſt all our adult perſons, 
The church was very large before; but perſons 
never thronged into it as they do at the preſent 


time. — Our Sacraments are eight weeks afunder, 


and I received into our communion about an hun- 
dred before one Sacrament, and fourſcore of them 
at one time, whole appearance when they preſented 
themſelves together to make an open explicit pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity, was very affecting to the 
congregation, I am far from pretending to deter- 
mine how many have lately been the ſubject of ſuch 
mercy; but if 1 may be allowed to declare what 
appears probable in a thing of this nature, I hope 
more than three hundred ſouls were brought home 
to Chriſt in this town, in the ſpace of half a year, 
and about the ſame number of males as females ; 
which, by what I have heard Mr, Stoddard ſay, 
has not been uſual in years paſt, for he obſerved 


that in his time, many more women were converted 


than men. Thoſe of our young people, that are 
on other accounts molt conſiderable, are moſtly, as 
L hope, truly pious, Thoſe that were formerly 
looſer, are generally to all appearance become true 
lovers of Gop and Chriſt, And I hope that by 
far the greateſt part of perſons in this town, above 
ſixteen years of age, have the ſaving knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo by what I heard L ſuppoſe it 
is in ſome other places, particularly at Sunderland 


and South-Hadley. 1 
14. This 


e 
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14. This has alſo appeared to be a very extraor- 
dinary difpenſation, in that the Spirit of God hath 
extended his influences both to elderly perſons and 


thoſe that are very young. It has been heretofore 


rarely heard that any were converted paſt middle age 


but now we have the ſame ground tothink, that many 
ſuch have been lavingly changed, as that others have 
been lo in more early years. 1 ſuppoſe there were 
upwards of fifty perſons in this town above forty 
years of age; and more than twenty of them above 
fifty, and about ten of them above ſixty, and two 
of them above ſeventy years of age, 

It has heretofore been looked on as ftrange when 
they have been ſavingly wrought upon in their 
childhood; but now, near thirty were to appear- 
ance ſo wrought upon between ten and fourteen 
years of age, and two betwecn nine and ten, and. 
one of about four years of age; and becauſe 1 
{ſuppoſe this laſt will be moſt difficulty believed, I 
will hereafter give a particular account of it. There 
are ſeveral numerous families, in which, we have 
reaſon to hope that all the children are truly pious, 
and moſt of them lately become io : And there are 
very few houſes in the whole town, into which 
{alvation has not lately come, in one or more in- 
ſtances. There are ſeveral Negroes, that from what 
was ſeen in them then, and what is diſcernible in 
them ſince, appear to have been truly born again 
in the late remarkable ſeaſon, | 

15. Go has allo ſeemed to go out of his uſual. 
way in the quickneſs of his work, It is wonder— 
ful that perions ſhould be ſo ſuddenly and yet fo. 
greatly changed: Many have been taken from a 
loole and careleſs way of living, and ſeized with 
ſtrong convictions of their guilt and miſery, and in 
a very little time old things have paſſed away, and 
all things have become new with them, - 

16. Gonp's work has allo appeared very extraordi- 
nary in the degrees of the influences of his Spirit, 
both in the degrees of conviction, and of ſaving 
light, and love, and joy, that many have expert- 
enced, It has alſo been very extraordinary in the 
extent of it, and its being ſo ſwiftly ene 
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from town to town. In former times of the pour- 


ing out of the Spirit of Gop on this town, though 
in ſome of them it was very remarkable, yet it 
reached no farther than this town, while the neigh- 
bouring towns all continued unmoved. 

The work of Gon's Spirit ſeemed to be at its 
greateſt height in this town, in the former part of 
the ſpring, in March and April; at which time it 
was carried on in ſo wonderful a manner, that fo 
far as I can judge, there were, at leaſt, four per- 
fons in a day converted to Goo, or near thirty in a 
week, take one with another for five or fix weeks 
together: When Gop in ſo remarkable a manner 
took the work into his own hands, there was 2s 
much done in a day or two, as at ordinaty times, 
with all our endeavours, and with ſuch a bleſſing as 
we commonly have, is done in a year, 

17. 1 am very ſenſible how apt many may be to 
think I am fond of magufying and aggrandizing 
the matter; and that, for want of judgment, I take 
every religious pang, and enthuſaitic conceit, for 
ſaving converſion, And for this reaſon I have for- 
born to publiſh an account of this great work, tho? 
I have often been put upon it; but having now as 
I judge a ſpecial call fo to do, I thought it beſt to 
conceal no part of it, leaving it with Gop to take 
care of the credit of his own work; And that 
diſtant perſons may be the better able to judge for 
themſelves, I would be a little more large and par- 
ticular, 

18, I therefore proceed to give an account of the 
manner of perſons being wrought upon; and here 
there is a vaſt variety, perhaps as manifold as the 
ſubjects of the operation; but yet in many things 
there is a great analogy in all, 

Perſons firſt are awakened into a ſenſe of their 
miſerable condition by nature, the danger they are 
in of periſhing eternally, and that it is of great im- 
portance to them that they ſpeedily eſcape. Thoſe 


that before were ſecure and ſenleleſs, are made 


ſenüble they were in the way to ruin in their for- 

mer courſes, Some are more ſuddenly ſeized; It 

may be by the news of others converſion, or ſome- 
thing 
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thing they hear in public, or in private conference, 
their conſciences are ſuddenly ſmitten, as if their 
hearts were pierced through with a dart: Others 
have awakenings that come upon them more gra- 
dually, they begin at firit to be ſomething. more 


thoughtful and conſiderate, ſo as to come to a con- 


cluſion in their minds, that it is their wiſeſt way to 


improve the preſent opportunity, and have accord- 
ingly ſet themſelves ſeriouſly to meditate, on purs 


- pole to obtain conviction; and ſo their awakenings 


have increaſed, till a ſenle of their miſery has had 
Others that before this time, 


have been made ſenſible that their flack and dull 


Way of ſeeking was never like to attain their pur- 
poſe, and to have been rouſed up to a greater vio- 


lence for the kingdom of heaven, | 

19. Theſe awakenings win they have firit ſeized 
on perſons have had two effects: One was, that they 
have brought them immediately to quit their ſinful 


| practices: When once the Spirit of Gop began to 


be io wonderfully poured out in a general way thro? 
the town, people had ſoon done with their old 

uarrels, backbitings, and intermedaling with other 
men's matters; perſons kept much at home; none 
went abroad unleſs on neceſſary buſineſs, or on 
ſome religious account, and every day ſeemed in 


many reſpects like a ſabbath-day.— The other effect 


was, that it put them to earneit application to the 


means of ſalvation, reading, prayer, meditation, the 


ordinances of Gop's houſe, and private conference; 
their cry was, „What ſhall we do to be laved??? 
The place of reſort was now altered, it was no lon- 
ger the tavern, but the miniſter's-houſe; that was 
thronged far more than ever the tavern had been 
wont to be, | | | | | 

20. There is a great variety, as to the degree of 
fear and trouble that perſons are in, before they ob- 
tain any comfortable evidences of pardon and ac- 
ceptance, Some are from the beginning carried on 


with abundantly more hope: Some have had ten 
times leſs trouble of mind than others, in whom 


Some have had 
ſuch 


yet the iſlue ſeems to be the ſame, 
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ſuch a ſenſe of the diſpleaſure of Gop, and the | 


great danger they were in of damnation, that they 
could not ſleep at nights, and many have ſaid that 
when they laid down, the thoughts of fleeping in 
ſuch a condition have been frightful to them, and 

they have ſcarcely been free from terror while they 


were aſleep, and have awaked with fear and diſ- 


treſs {till on their ſpirits: And often the concern 
that has been on their minds, has had a painful in- 
fluence on their bodies, and given diſturbance to 
animal nature, | 8 

21. The awful apprehenſions perſons have had 
of their miſery, have for the moſt part been in- 


creaſing, as they have approached to deliverance; 


though they often paſs through many changes, in 
the frame of their minds: Sometimes they think 
themſelves wholly ſenſeleſs, and fear that the Spirit 
of Gop has left them, and that they are given up 
to a judicial hardneis; yet they appear very deeply _ 
troubled with that fear, and are in great earneſt 
to cbtain con victions again, | : 

Together with thole fears, and that exerciſe of 
mind which is rational, and which they have Juſt 
ground for, they have often ſullcred many needleſs 
diſtreſſes of thought, in which {atan probably has 
a great hand; and ſometimes the diſtemper of me- 
lancholy has been evidently mixed: One knows 
not how to deal with ſuch perſons; they turn every 
thing that is ſaid to them the wrong way; and 
there is nothing that the devil ſeems to make ſo 
great a handle of, unicis it be the real corruption 


of the heart, _= 


22. But it is remarkable, there has been far leſs 
of this mixture now than was wont to be in perſons 
under awakenings at other times; vea, many that 


before had been exceedingly involved in ſuch dif- 


ficulties, ſeem now {ſtrangely to be let at liberty: 
ſome that had for a long time been entangled with 


. peculiar temptations, of one ſort or other, and un- 


Profitable and hurtful diſtreſſes, were ſoon helped 

over them, and convictions have been ſucceſsfully 

carried on in the way to life, And thus ſatan 
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ſcemed to he reſtrained, till towards the latter end, 
when Gon's Spirit was about to withdraw. 

Many under great awakenings were concerned, 
becauſe they thought they were not more awakened, 
but ſleeping upon the brink of hell: And the ſenſe 
O*: the need they have to be awakened, EYOWS upon 
them with their awakenings; ſo that they ſeem to 
themſelves to be »seryfenfeleſs, when indeed moſt 
Have indeed been ſome inmances of 
p=r{ons that have. had'os great a lenſe of their dan- 
gcr and miſery, as their nitures could well ſubſiſt 
under, and yet they have-expiciicd themſelves much 
amazed at their own inſenſibilitv end fottifhneis 
in fuch an extraordinary time as it then was. 

Perfons are frequently brought to the borders of 
deſpair, a little heto.e the/day daw'ns in their fouls: 
Some there have been. who bare han ſiuchia ſenſe of 
Gop's Wrath for fin, that they have been overborne, 
and made 10 cry out an. aſtoniſhing ſenſe of 

heir guilt, wondering that Cob ſuffers ſuch guilty 
Wretches to live upon. carth, and that he doth not 
immediately fend them to hell. And ſometimes 
their gilt does {ſo glare them in the tice, that they 
are in exceeding terror for fear that Cob will in- 
Fantiy doit. In others thele terrers 
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they arc led further into their own. hearts, to: a 
deeper enſe of their owr. universal depravity aud 
deadneſs in fin, 


rx” 


28. The corruption of the heart diſcovers itſelf 
various Ways in the time of conviction; ſometimes 
it appears in a great ſtruggle, like fomething rouſe 
by 5 enemy, and Satan the 910 inhabitant Sy 5 
exert himſelf, like a Serpent diſturbed and entaged. 
Many in ſuch circumſtances, have felt great envy 
towards thoſe that are lately converted, and molt. of 
ail towards their acquaintance and companions: In. 
deed ſome have felt many heait riſings againſt Gop, 
and murmurings at his, ways of dealing with man— 
kind, and his dealings with themſelves in particular, 
But it has been much inliſted on, that perſons ſhould 
have the utmoſt dread of ſuch thoughts, which tend 
exccedingly to quench the Spirit of Gov. And 
| B when 
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when ſuch a ſpirit has much prevailed, and perſons 
have not earneſtly ſtrove againſt it, it has ſeemed to 
be exceedingly to the hindrance of their ſouls : But 
in ſome other inſtances, where they have been much 
terrified at the fight of ſuch wickedneſs in their 
hearts, Gop has brought good out of evil, and made 
it a means of convincing them of their own deſ- 

berate ſinfulneſs, and bringing them off from all 
ſelf- confidence. 

The drift of the Spirit of Gon herein has ſeemed 
evidently to be, to make way for a conviftion of 
their abſolute dependance on his ſovereign power 
and grace and the neceility of a Mediator, by lead- 
ing them more and more to a ſenſe of their excced- 
ing wickedneſs, and guiltineſs in his fight; and of 
the pollution, and infuftciency of their own righ- 
teouſneſs; to ſhew them that they can in no wile 
help themſelves, and that Gop would be wholly 
Juit in rejecting them, and all that they do, and in 
calling them off for ever: Though there be a vaſt 
variety, as to the manner and diſtinctneſs of Per. 
ſons convictions of theſe things. 

As they are more and more convinced of the cor- 
ruption and wickednels of their hearts, they ſeem 
to themſelves to grow worle and worle, harder and 
blinder, and more deſperately wicked, inſtead of 
growing better, Under the ſenſe which the Spirit 
of Gop gives them of their finfulneſs, they often 
think that they differ from all others; their hearts 
are ready to fink with the thoughts, that they are 
the worſt 9751 , and that none ever obtained mercy 
that were ſo wicked as they, 

At firſt, their conſciences are commonly moſt ex- 
erciled about their outward vicious courſe, or other 
acts of ün; but afterwards they are more burthened 
with a ſenſe of heart-ſins, the dreadful corruption 
of their nature, their enemity againſt Gop, the 

ride.of their hearts: their unbelief, their re; ion 

f Chriſt, the ſtubbornneſs and obſtinacy of their 
wills: and the like. In many, Gop makes much 
uſe of their own expenence, in the courſe of their 
awakenings and cndeavours after ſaving good, to 
convince 
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convince them of their own vile emptinels and 
univerſal depravity. | 
24, Very often under the firſt awakenings, when 
they are brought to reflect on their paſt lives, and 
have a terrifying ſenſe of Gop's anger, they ſet 
themſelves to walk more ftriatly, and confels their 
ſins, and perform many religious duties, with a 
lecret hope of appealing Gop's anger and making 
up for the fins they have committed: And often- 
times, at firſt ſetting out, their affections are moved 
and they are full of tears in their confeſhons and 
prayers, which they are ready to make very much 
of, as though they were {ome atonement, and had 
power to move correſpondent affections in Gop too: 
and hence they are for a while big with expectation 
of what Gobp will do for them; and conceive that 
they grow better a-pace, and {hall ſoon be thoroughly 
converted. But thele afleQions are but ſhort-lived, 
they quickly find that they fail, and then they think 
themfelves to be grown worſe again; they do not 
tind fuch a proſpect of being ſoon converted as they 
thought; inſtead of being nearer, they ſeem to 
be farther off; their. hearts they think are grown 
harder, and by this means their fears of periſhing 
greatly increaſe, But tho? they are dilappeinted, 
they renew their attempts again and again; and ſtill 
as their attempts are multiplied, ſo are their diſap- 
pointments; all tails, they ſee no token of having 
inclined Gop's heart to them, they do not fee that 
he hears their prayers at all, as they expected he 
would; and {ometimes there have been great temp— 
tations ariſing hence to leave off ſeeking, and to 
yield up the caſe, And as they are ſtill more ter- 
rified with fears of periſhing, and their hopes of 
prevailing on GoDp in a great meaſure fail, ſometimes 
their religious affections have turned into heart» 


riſings againit Gopb, becauſe that he would not pity 


them, and ſeemed to have little regard to their. diſ- 
treſs, and to all the pains they take. They think 
how ſoon others have obtained comfort, and thote 
too that were worſe than they, and have not la- 
boured ſo much as they have done, and ſometimes 
fall into dreadful blaſphemous thoughts. When 
B 2 they 
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they reflect on thoſe wicked workings of a hears 
againſt Gop, they have ſtill more diſtreſſing appre- 
henſions of his anger, and it may be fear they have 
committed the unpardonable ſin, and that Gop will 
ſurely now never {hew mercy Yo them. 


25. But then perhaps by ſomething they read or 


hear of the infinite mercy of Gop, and all- ſuffi- 


ciency of Chriſt for the chief of linners; they have 


tome hope renewed; but think that as yet they are 


not fit to come to Chrift: And then ſet themfelves 
upon a new courle of endeavours to make them— 
ſelves better, and {till meet with new diſappoint- 
ments: They are carnell to enquire what they ſhall 
do? They do not know but there is ſomething elſe 
to be done, in order to their obtaining converting 
grace, that they have never done yet. It MAY be 
they e that they are ſomething better than they 
were; but the al ing dream ſoon vaniſhes again, 
They und not yet the eppes! ce of any good, but 
all looks as dark as midnight to them. Thus they 
wander about from mountain to hill, ſceking reſt, 
and finding nore: When they are beat out of one 
refuge they Hy to another, till being broken and 
WIG Gon gives them 5 en iet on Of their own 
utter helpleflneſs and 1nſuſiciency, and diſcovers 
the true remedy, a knowledge of Chrilt and tis 
gol bel. 

Men that begin to ſeek ſalvation are 
8 ignorant Dy: themſelves; th 

idle hew blird the 15 re, and how little they can 
do tOWerds bringing themſelves tolec {p1ritua ith: 


commonly 
Cy are not 
le 
5 
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from the love of Gov, and all other holy diipoti- 
tions. When they lee unexpeticd pollution in their 
oumn hearts, they go about to walk away their own 
dehlements, and make themfcives clean; and they 
weary themſelves in vain, till Gop fthows them It 
is in Vain, and that their help is not Wheie they 
have ſought it, but elſewhere. | 

But ſome continue wandering in a kind 'of laby- 
rinth, ten times as long as others, before their own 
experience. will convince them of their inkaflici- 
ency; and ſo it appears not to be their own ex- 
perience 
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o continued till a little before they were converted 
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perience only, but the influence of God's Spirit : 


And Gop has of late abundantly ſhown that he does 


not need to wait to have men convinced by long 
and often repeated fruitleſs trials ; for in multitudes 
of inſtances he has made a one work : he has {o 


convinced perſons, and made them ſo ſenſible of 
their exceeding great vileneſs, and given them ſuch 


a ſenſe of his wrath againſt ſin, as has quickly over- 


come all their vain ſelf-confidence and born them 


down into the dult before a holy and righteous Gop, 

26, There have been {ome who have not had great 
terrors, but have had a very quick work, Some of 
thoſe that have not had fo deep a conviction before, 
have, it may be, much more of it after converſion. 


680 p has appeared far from limiting himſelf to any 


certain method in his proceedings with {inners une 


der convictions, In ſome inſtances it ſeems eaſy 
for our reaſoning powers to diicern the methods of 
divine wiſdom herein: In others his footſteps can- 


not be traced, and his ways are paſt finding out: 


And ſome chat are leſs diſtinctly wrought upon, in 


what is preparatory to grace, appear no leſs pon 


" afterwards, 


There is in nothing a greater difference, in dif- 
ferent perſons, than with reſpett to the time of their 
being under trouble; ſome but a few days, and 


others for months or years. There were many in 


this town, that had been, before this effuſion of 
God's Spirit upon us, for years, and ſome for many 


years, concerned bout their ſalvation ; and to ſuch 


a degree as to be very uncaly, to live an uncomfor- 
table diſquieted life, without any evidence of a 
good eſtate, who now have received light; but 
many of them were ſome of the laſt: They firit 
ſaw multitudes of others rejoicing, and with ſongs 
of deliverance in their mouths, who ſeemed wholly 


carelels and at eaſe, and in purſuit of vanity, While 
they had been bowed down with ſolicitude about 


their ſouls; yea, ſome had lived Icentiouily, and 


, 
and grew up to a holy rejoicing in the infinite bleſs- 


ings Gop had beltowed upon them, 


23 - 17. And 
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$7, And whatever miniſter has a like occaſion ts 


deal with ſouls, in a flock under ſuch circumſtances, 


he will ſoon find himſelf under a neceliity greatly to 
init upon it with them, that Gop is under no man- 
ner of obligation to ſhew them mercy : and that a 
man can challenge nothing in juſtice from any thing 
he docs before he has believed on Jeſus Chrift, It 
appeats to me, that if 1 had taught thoſe under trou- 
ble, any other doctrine, I ſhould have taken the 
direct courte to have undone them; 1 ſhould have 
directly crofled what was plainly the drift of the 
Spirit of God in his influences upon them; for if 
they had believed what ! ſaid, it would either have 
promoted careleſinels, and ſo put an end to their 
awakenings; or blocked up their way to that hu- 
miliation before the ſovereign diſpoſer of life and 
death, whereby Goo is wont to prepare us for his 
conſ{olations : And I have found no difcourſes more 
remarkably bleiled, than thofe in which the doc- 
trine of Gop's juſt liberty, with regard to an{wer- 
ing the prayers, or ſucceeding the pains of meer 
natural men, continuing ſuch, have been inlifted 
on. I never found ſo much immediate fruit, of any 
difcourſes 1 have preached, as of ſome from thoie 
words, „ That every mouth may be ſtopped;” Rom, 
111, 19. Endeavouring to ſhew from thence, that 
it would be juſt with Gop were he to cat us Off for 
ever. C | 

28, Commonly the firſt thing that appears after 
men have been much awakened, is a conviction of 
the juſtice of Gop in their condemnation, in a ſenſe 
of their own exceeding ſinfulnefs, and the vileneſs 
of all their performances: in giving an account of 
this, they expreſſed themielves very variouſly ; ſome, 
that they ſaw that Go was ſovereign, and might 
receive others and reject them; fome that they were 
convinced, that Gop might juſtly beſtow mercy on 
every perſon in the world, and damn themſelves to 
all eternity; {ome that they ſee that Gop may juſtly 
have no regard to all the pains they have taken, and 


all the prayers they have made; ſome, that they fee 


that if they ſhould teck, and take the utmolt pains 
all the: lives, Cob might juſtly caſt them into bell! 
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at laſt, becauſe all their labours, pravers and tears 
cannot make an atonement tor the leaſt fin, nor 
merit any bleſſing at the hands of Gov; fome have 
declared themſelves to be in the hands of God, that 
he can, and may, diſpoſe of them juſt as he plcaſes; 
ſome, t that Gop may gloriſy himſelf in their damna— 
tion, and they wonder that Gop has ſuffered them 
to live {o long, and has not caſt them into hell 
long ago. 

Some are brought to this convittion by a great 
ſenſe of their ſinkulnels, in general, that they ate 
ſuch vile wicked creatures in heart and life: others 
have the fins of their lives in an extraordinary man— 
ner ſet before them, multitudes of them coming jult 
then freſh to their memory, and being ſet before 
them with their aggravations, Some have their 
minds eſpecially fixed on ſome particular wicked 
prattice, they have indulged; others on the cor- 
ruption of their hearts. Some are. deeply con- 

vinced by a view they have of the horridneſs of 
ſome particular exerciſes of corruption, in the time 
of their awakening, whereby the enmity of the 
heart againilt Gon has been manifeſted; and others 
by a ſenſe of the fin of unbelief, the oppoſition of 
their hearts to the way of Salvation by Chriſt, and 
their obitinacy in rejetting him and bis grace. 

There is a great deal of difference as to per- 
ſons diftin&nels here; ſome have not ſo clear a light 
of Gop's juitice in their condemnation; but yet 
mention things that plainly imply it, They ac- 
knowledge Gop to be juſt in his threat nings, and 
that they are delerving of nothing: An many 
times, tho? they had not a light of it at the begin- 
ning, they have very clear diſcoveries of it after- 
wards. with oreat humblings 1 in the duit before Gon, 

Commonly perſons* minds immediately before this 
diſcovery of Gop's juſtice are exceeding reſtlels, 
and in a kind of {trugole and tumult, and lometimes 
in meer anguiſh; but : as ſoon as they 
have this conviction, it 1 their minds to a calm 

3 And Wo requently, tho? not always, 

then the pre ling weight upon their [pirits is taken 

a way, and a general hope artes, that ſome time or 

other 
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other Gop will be gracious, even before they have any 


diſtinct diſcoveries of mercy, And often they then 
come to a concluſion within themſelves, that they 
will he at Gop's feet, and wait his time. 

30. In many, the firſt conviction of the Juſtice of 
Gop in their condemnation, which they take parti- 
cular notice of, and probably-the firſt diſtin&t con- 
viction of it that they have, does not appear to be 
forced by mere terrors and convictions, for there is 


in it a fort of complacency of ſoul, in the attribute 


of Gop's juſtice, as diſplayed in his threatnings of 
eternal dainuation to finners, Sometimes at the dif. 
covery of it, they can ſcarce forbear crying out, 1t 
20 juſt! it 1s juſt! Some expreſs themſelves, that they 
ice the Glory of Gop would ine bright in their 
own condemnation; and they are ready to think 
that if they are damned, they could take part with 


op againſt themſelv es, and glorify his juſtice there- 


in. And when it is thus, they commonly have 
ſome cvident ſenſe of free and all-ſufficient grace, 


tho' they give no diſtinct account of it, but it is 


manifeſt, by that degree of hope and encourage- 
ment that they then conceive, tho' they were never 
ſo ſenfible of their own vileneſs, 

Some, when in {uch circumſtances, have felt that 
ſenſe of the excellency of Gop's juſtice, again{t 
{ſuch ſinfulneſs as theirs was, and have had ſuch a 


ſubmilhon of mind together with an exceeding loathe 


ing of their own unworthineſs, and à kind of in- 


dignation againſt themſelves, that they have called 


it 2 willingneſs to be damned ; tho? it mult be owned 
they had not clear ideas of damnation, nor does an 
word in the Bible require ſuch ſelf-denial as this. 
But the truth is, as ſome have more clearly expreſt 
it, „Salvation appeared too good for them; they 
6. were worthy of nothing but condemnation, and 
& they could not tell how to think of ſalvation's 
& being beſtowed upon them, ſearing it was incon— 
« hlieut with the Glory of God's Majeſty, which 
« they had ſo much contemned and affronted.” 

21. That calmneis of ſpirit which ſome have found 


after their diſtreſs, continued ſome time before any 


ſpecial menifeſtation of the favour of God, But in 
others 
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others, often the comfortable view of a merciful 


Gop and a ſufficient Redeemer, immediately fo]- 
Jowed. And in ſeveral, the firſt ſight of their juſt 


1 of hell, and of Gop's love were ſo near, 
they ſeemed io 80 together. 


Theſe gractous dtoovericy are in many reſpetts 
more f: requently Chriſt 18 daillinctly 
made the obje ct of the mind, in his all-fufhciency 


and . 0 ave ſinners: But ſome have their 


thoughis more e elpeciall y fixed on Gop, in ſome of 


Ins glorious attributes 8 d 111 ng golp el, and 
ſhining korth int the 


face of Chriſt: Some view. the 
I e Or the mercy and grace of GOD; lone 
| infinite Per of Gon, and his ability 
to Cage them, and to do all things for them; and 
oft at the truth and tal thine S of Gp. 
In ſome, the truth aud certainty of the golpel in 
general is the firlt joy ful diſcovery they have; 1 
thers, the certain truth of lome partic ular promi les; 
in fone, the grace and fncerity.of Gop in his invi- 
Cs Very « ommoly in fome Paerticu.ar invita- 
tion. | k with the glory and wonder- 
fulnefs of tbe dying love of Chri It; ana loine with 
the {ulticiency and precioufneſs of his blood, as 
offered to make an atonement ſor hin; and others 
with the value and glory of his obcdience and righ- 
teouinels,.. In forme, the ex xcellency and lovehnels 
of Chriſt chiefly engages their thoughts; in ſome 


„Some are tru 


his divinity, and he is indeed „ the Son of the live 


ing God; and in others, the exccllency of the 
way Of lalvation by rl and the {uitablenels of 
it to thew neceliitics, | 
dome have an apprehenſion of theſe things ſo 
given, that it ſeems more natural to them to expreſs 
it by t or diſcovery; others think what they ex- 
pericnce better, exprelled by the realrzing conviction, 


or a lately feeling ſenſe of heart ; meat ing, 4 [ups 


pole, no other diflercence but what 15 merely Cir- 
cumttantial or gradual, | 

There 1s, often, in the mind, ſome particular text 
'Y of Scripture, giving. them conlolation ; 
multitude of texts, gracious invitations and promiles 
after another, filling the ſoul P9216 
5 an 


fometimes a 


flowing in one 


\ 
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and more with comfort, Comfort is firſt given to 
ſome While reading a portion of ſcripture ; but in 
others it is attended. with no particu lar ſcripture at 
all, either in reading or meditation. In ſome e, many; 
di ine th1 ing. ſeem to he difcovefied to the ſoul as it 


Were at once; others have their minds e 3 
fixed on ſome one thing at hiſt, and afterwards 
lenſe is given of ese in ſome with a Flier 
and others a flower {uc 1 and ſometimes with 
interruptions of much Faden : 

32. The Way that grace ſeems ſometimes firſt to 
appear after deep humiliati ON, is in Carnet ! longings 


of ſoul after Gow ant. Chriſt. to know Gop, 10 love! 


him, to be humbled before him; Which ariſe from 


a ſenſe of the ſuperlative excellence of dieine 


things, with a piritogzl talte and relith of them. 
Such longings are eee attended with rm 
reſolutions to pPurſuc this 20d for eber, together 

: her experi- 
ences and diſcoveries "6 6 follow, which more 
clearly manifeſt a charge of heart. | 

It muſt be confeſt that Ohritt ! 

tinctly and explicitly thought'of at Grit (tho! molt 
commonly he is) but only. implicitly. Thus ſome- 
times When perſons have ſcemed evidently to be 
ilripped of all their own righteouſneſs, and to have 
flood felf-condemned as gullt ty of death, they have 
been comforted with a jovful view, that the mercy 
and Grace of Cop is lüßieiebt for them; ; that their 
ſins, tho' never ſo great, ſhall be no hindrance to 
their being accepted; that there is mercy enough in 


op for the whole world, and the like, when The 


gave no account of any diſtinct thought of Chriſt; 
but yet it appears that the revelation of the mercy 
of Gop in the goſpel, is the ground of this their 
hope; and that it is indeed the mercy of Gop thro' 
Chriſt, that is diſcovered to them, 

So ſometimes diſconſolate fouls amongſt u us, have 


been Neeb: to reſt in Gop, by a ſweet ſenſe of his 


grace and faithfulneſs, in ſome ſpccial invitation or 
promile, in which is no particular mention of Chrilt 
nor 18 it accompanied with any diſtinct thought of 


him in their minds; but yet it is not received as out 


of 
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exceedingly reſreſhes them; 


lieine 


minds, a ſenſe of the greatneſs of his Tracc, 
fulnels of Chriſt, and his readinefs to ſave. 
Joyful furprize has cauled their hearts as it were to 
| leap, fo that they have been ready to break forth 


WORK or COD is NEW-ENGLAND, 2g 


Df Chriſt, but as one of the invitations or promiſes 
made of God to poor ſinners thro' his Son Jeſus, as 


ire at it is indeed: And ſuch perſons have afterwards had 


many. 
bs; — 
1as -t 


clear and diftintt diſcoveries of Chriſt, accompanied 
with lively faith and love towards him. 


33. Frequently when perſons have firſt had the 
golpel-ground of relief for loſt ſinners diſcovered 


to them, they have thought nothing at that time of 
their being converted, only to ſee that there is ſuch 
an all ſufficiency in Goo; and ſuch plentiful pro- 
viſion made in Chriſt, after they have been borne 


down. with a ſenſe of their guilt and fears of wrath, 
the view is Joyful to 
them, as it is in its own nature glorious, anc gives 
them quite new, and more delightful ideas of Gon 
and Chriſt, and begets in chem a ſtrong reſolution 


to give up themſelves, to Gop and his Son, and 
patiently to wait for kim | 


34. It was very wonderful to ſee after what man- 


ner perſons affections were ſometimes moved * | 


Gon ſuddenly opened their eyes, and let into thei 


ney 
Their 


into laughter, tears often at the ſame time Huing 
like a flood, and intermingling a loud weeping: 


and ſometimes they have not been able to forbear 


crying out with a loud voice, expreſſing their great 
Ldmiration. 
. Theſe in{luences af Gop's Spirit commonly bring 


an extraordinary conviction of the reality and cer- 


tainty of the great things of religion (tho! in lome 
this is much greater, ſome time after than at firſt 
they have a ſight and taſte of the divine excellency, 


that there is in the things of the golpel, which is 
more to convince them, than re ading many volumes 
of arguments without Ry 
many inſtances when the glory: of the things of 
_— chriſtianity have been ſet before perſons, and the 

have at the ſame time ſeen, and taſted, and felt the 


It ſcems to me that in 


* divinity of them, they have been as far from doubt- 
29g of the truth of them, as they are from doubting 
whether 
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whether there he a ſun, when their eyes are open? 


in the midſt of a "Bear hemiſphere, and the ſtrong © 
blaze of his light overcomes all objeQtions againſt | 


his being, And vet many of them, if one ſhould”: 


aſk why they believed thole things to be true, 


would not be able to ſatisfy the enquirer, and per- 10 
haps would make no other anſwer but that they ſee 


them to be true : but a perſon may ſoon be ſatisfied, 


by a particular converſation with them, that what 
they mean by ſuch an anſwer, is, that they have 


intuittvely! >eheld, and immediately telt, moſt pow- 


et ful evidence of divinity i in them. 


35. Some are thus convinced of the truth of the 
goipel in general, and that the Scriptures are the“ 
word of Gon: Others have their minds more eſpe- 


cially fixed on. ſome great doctrine of the poſpel, 
jore particular truths that they are meditating on; 


Or are 111 a pecia! manner convinced of the divinity 8 
of the things they are re ading of, in ſome portion 


of ſcripture Some have{ſnch convictions in a much 
more remer] 


divine things imprefied upon them with ſuch in- 


> EE” 


ward evidence, have yet very clear cxerciles of 


table manner than others, And ſome 
that never hid a ſpecial ſenſe of the certainty of 


grace. i. e. öf love to Gop, repentance and holi- 


nes. And it they be more paiticu larly examined 
) , 


FEY dPPEAdT Pal: 115 to have a firm perlug f. on of the | 
re lity „ div in e things, ſuch as they had not be- 


fore. But i}, Ge that have the mot clear düfcoveries of 


divine truth, have them nut WAYS in the lame degree. 
In a auil frame, things appear im to what they did 
belore: And tho? t! 12 5 Kill remains an habitual 
ſtrong pertu— 85 n, yet n ot o as to cxclude tempta— 
tions to unbelief, and all! poſhbility of doubting: as 


before: But 9 80 8 at particular times, by (01's 


help, the lenſe oi things revives, ke hre that lay > 


hid im aſhes, 


36. 1 luppoſe the grounds of {uch a conviction of | 


the truth of diene things to be juſt and rational, 

but yet in tome GOD makes ule of their own realon 

much move lenhibly than in others. een, 

perſons have (io far as could be judged) received 

the ht laving conviction from realonmnp, 5 1 
| they 
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true hundreds of times; but the force of the arguments, 
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their own meditations. 
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they have heard from the pulpit; and often in the 


The arguments are the ſame that they have heard 


and their conviction by them, is altogether new; they 


ey ſeg Come with a new and before unexperienced power: 
is fed. ; | 
wha: be ſo; but now they ſee it to be ſo indeed. 


have now look exceeding plain to them, and they won- 


Before they heard it was ſo, and they allowed it to 
Things 


der that they did not ſee them before. . 
They are ſo greatly taken with their new diſ- 
covery, and things appear fo plain and ſo rational 
to them, that they are often at firſt ready to think 
they can convince all men, and are apt to engage in 
talk with every one they meet with, almoſt to this 
end; and when they are diſappointed, are ready to 
wonder that their reaſonings make no more im- 
preſhon, | et 
37. They often ſpeak of things of religion as ſeem- 
ing new to them; that preaching 1s a new thing ; 
that it ſeems to them they never heard preaching 
before; that the Bible is a new book: becaule they 
fee them in a new light. Here was a remarkable 
inſtance of an aged woman of above ſeventy years, 
who reading in the New-Teſtament, concerning 
Chriſt's ſufferings for ſinners, ſeemed to be altoniſh- 
ed at what ſhe read, as at a thing that was quite 
new to her, iuſomuch that at firſt, before ſhe had 
time to turn hei thoughts, the wondered within her- 
ſelf ſhe had never heard of it before, but then im- 
mediately recollected that ſhe had often heard of it, 
and read it, but never tiil now ſaw 1t as a thin 
real; and then caſt in her mind, how erke der . 
this was, that the Son of Gop ſhould undergo ſuck 
things for ſinners, and how ſhe had ſpent her time 
in ungrateful tnnivg againſt ſo good a Gop, and ſuck 
a Saviour; tho' ſhe was a perſon, as to what was 
viſible, of a very blameleſs and inoffenſive life, 
And ſhe was ſo overcome by thoſe conſiderations, 
that her nature was ready to fail. Thoſe that were 
about her, and knew not what was the matter, were 
ſurptized, and thought ſhe was a dying. . 
C 38. Many 
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238. Many have ſpoken much of their hearts be» 
ing drawn out in love to Gop and Chriſt, and their 
minds being wrapt up in delightful contemplation *' 
of the glory and wonderful Grace of Gop, and the 
excellency and dying love of Jeſus Chriſt, and of 
their ſouls going forth in longing deſires after God 
and Chriſt. Several of our young children have ex- 
preſſed much of this, and have manifeſted a wilt» 
lingneſs to leave father and mother, and all things 

in the world, to go to be with Chriſt. Some per- 
ſons have had ſuch deſires after Chriſt, as to take 
away their natural ſtrength, Some have been ſo 
overcome with a ſenſe of his love to ſuch poor, 
wretched, and unworthy creatures, as to weaken 
the body. Several perſons have had fo great a ſenſe 

of the Glory of Gon, and excellency of Chriſt, 
that nature and life have ſcemed almoſt to fink 
under it; and in all probability, if Gop had ſhewed 
them a little more of himſelf, it would have dil- 
folved their frame. And their ſenſe of their own 
excceding littleneſs and vilenels, has been in pro— 


portion to their light and joy. 

Such perſons have commonly appeared with none 
of the aſluming, and felf-conceited, and ſelf-ſuffi!? 

cient, airs of enthuſiaſts, but exceedingly the con- 

trary ; being eminent for meeknels, mudcity, ſelf? 
difidence, and a low opinion of themſclves: None 
arc ſo ſenſible of their need of inſtruction, and ſo 
eager to receive it, as ſome of them: Nor ſo ready 
to think others better than themſelves. And gene- 
rally they have maifeſted a longing to lie low, and 
in the duſt before Gon ; withal complaining of their 
not being able to lie low enough, 

They {peak much of the inexpreſſibleneſs of what 
they experience, how their words fail, ſo that they 
can in no wiſe declare it: Of the ſuperlative ex- 


I's cellency of that delight of foul, which they ſome- 

1 times enjoy; how a little of it is ſufficient to pay 
Wii them for all the pains and trouble they have gone 
if thio' in ſeeking ſalvation: And of the ſenſe which 
1 theſe ſpiritual views give them of the vanity of 
Wi earthly enjoyments, how mean and worthleſs all 
0 thele things appear to them, 

j 


39. Many 


knew not of.“ / Cr 
joy, gives a new reliſh to their common bleſſings, 
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39. Many, while their minds have been filled with 
ſpiritual delights, have as it were forgot their food; 
their bodily appetite has failed, while their minds 
have been entertained with“ meat to cat that others 
And the light and comfort they en- 
and cauſe all things about them to appear beautiful, 
ſweet and pleaſant to them: All things abroad, the 
ſun, moon and ftars, the clouds and ky, the hea- 
vens and earth, appear as it were with a caſt of 
divine glory and ſweetneſs upon them. But the 
ſapreme attention of their minds is to the glorious 
excellencies of God and Chriſt, which they have in 
view; a raviſhing ſenſe of Gop's love accompanye 
ing a ſenſe of his excellency ; and of the faithful 
neſs of Gop's promiſes, as they reipett the future 
eternal enjoyment of Goo. 5 Ns 

The joy that many of them ſpeak of as that, to 
which none is to be paralleled; is that which they 
find when they are loweſt in the duſt, emptied moſt 
of themſelves, and as it were annihilating them- 
ſelves before Go, when they are nothing, and 
Gon is all, are ſeeing their own unworthinels, de- 
pending not at all on themſelves, but alone on 
Chriſt, and aſcribing all glory to Gop : Then their 
fouls are moſt in the enjoyment of ſatisfying reſt ; 
excepting that, as ſuch times, they apprehend 
themſelves to be not ſufficiently ſelf-abaled ; for 
then above all times do they long to be lower. Some 
ipeak much of the exquiſite {weetnels, and reſt of 
ſoul that is to be found in reſignation to God, 
and humble ſubmiſſion to his Will. Many ex- 
preſs earneſt longings to praiſe Gp; but at the 
lame time complain they cannot praile him as they 
would do, and they want to have others help them 
in prailing him: They want to have every one 
praiſe Gon, and are ready to call upon every thing 
to praiſe him, They expreſs a longing deſire to lwe 
to Gon's Glory, and to do ſomething to his honour ; 
but at the ſame time cry out of their inſufficiency 
and barrenneſs, that they poor impotent creatures, 

can do nothing of themſeives, and are utterly tmſuffectent 
to glorify their Creator and Redeemer, 


C2 40. While 
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40. While Gop was ſo remarkably preſent amongſt | 


; 


* 
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us by bis Spirit, there was no book ſo delighted in 


as the Bible; eſpecially the Book of Pſalms, the 
Prophecy of Iſaiah, and the New-Teſtament. Some 
by reaſon of their eſteem and love to Gop's Word, 
have at ſome times been greatly and wonderfully 
a ffected at the fight of a Bible: And then alſo, there 
was no time ſo prized as the Lord's-day, and no 
place in this world ſo deſired as Gop's houſe, Our 
converts remarkably appeared united in dear affec- 
tion to one another, and many have expreſſed much 
of that love which they felt to all mankind; and 
particularly to thoſe that had been leaſt friendly 
to them, Never, 1 believe, was ſo much done in 
confeſling injuries, and making up differences as 
the lalt year. Perſons after their own converſion 
have commonly expreſſed an excecding delire for 
the canverſion of others: ſome have thought that 
they ſhould be willing to die for the converſion af 
any foul, tho' of one of the meaneſt of their fel- 
low creatures, or of their worlt enemies; and many 
nave indeed Leen in great diſtreſs with defires and 
longings for it. This Work of Gop had alſo a 
good effect to unite the people's affections to their 
miniſter, L 
There are ſome perſons that J have been ac- 
quainted with, but more eſpecially two, that have 
been {wallowed up exceedingly with a ſenſe of the 
awful greatneſs and majeſty of Cop; and both of 
them told me to this purpoſe, that if they in the 
time of it, had had the leaſt fear that they were 
not at peace with this fo great a Gap, they ſhou:d 
inſtantly have died. 2 
41. But there is an endleſs variety in the par- 
ticular manner and circumſtances in which perſons 
are wrought on, and an opportunity of ſeeing ſo 
much of fach a Werk of Gon, will ſhew that Gop 
is further from conkning himſelf to certain ſteps, 
and a particular method in his work on ſouls, than 
ſome imagine, I believe it has occationed fome 
amongſt us, that were before too ready to make 
their own experience a rule to others, to be leſs 
cenforious, and this is an excellent advantage in- 
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deed : that this variety has both diſplayed the ma- 


nifolineſs and unſearchableneſs of the wiſdom of 


Gon, and wrought more Charity amongſt his people, 


42. I think the main ground of doubts and fears 
in perſons, after their converſion, has been that 
they have found ſo much corruption remaining in 
their hearts, At- firſt their ſouls are alive, their 
hearts are fixed, and their affections flowing; they 
live above the world, and meet with but little dif- 
ficulty in religious exerciſes. And they are ready 
to think it will always be ſo: tho” they are truly 
abaſed under a ſenſe of their vileneſs, by reaſon of 
former ſin, yet they are not then ſufficiently ſenſible 
what corruption ſtill remains in their hearts; and 
therefore are ſurprized when they find that they be- 
gin to be dull and dead, to be troubled with wan— 
dering thoughts in the time of public and private 
worſhip; and to be utterly unable to keep them- 
ſelves from them; alſo when they find themſelves 
unaffected at ſeaſons in which they think there is 
the greateſt occaſton to be affected; and when they 
feel worldly diſpoſitions working in them, and 1t 
may be pride, envy, or ſtirrings of revenge; their 
hearts are almoſt ſunk with the diſappointment ; 
and they are ready preſently to think that all this 
they have met with is nothing, and that they are 
mere hypocrites, : 

They are ready to argue, that if Gop had indeed 
done ſuch great things for them, ſuch ingratitude 
would be inconſiſtent with it: they cry out of the 
hardneſs and wickedneſs of their hearts; and ſay 
there is ſo much corruption, that it ſeems to them 
impoſſible that there ſhould be any goodneſs there; and 
many of them ſeem to be more ſenſible how corrupt 
their hearts arc, than ever they were before they 
had faith. But in truth, the caſe is, that now they. 
feel the pain of their own wounds; they have a 
watchful eye upon their hearts that they did not uſe 
to have: they take more notice of What ſin is there, 
and {in is now far more burthenſome to them, they 
ſtrive more agalnſt it, and feel more of the ſtrength 


of its 
C3 They 
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They are ſurprized that they ſhould find them- 
ſelves ſo diferent from the idea that they generally 
had entertained of believers; for tho' faith be in- 
deed of a far more excellent nature than they 
1magined : yet thoſe that believe have much more 
remaining corruption, than they thought. They 
never realized it, that perſons were wont to meet 
with difficulties, after they were once converted. 
But on a return of the influences of the Spirit of 
Gop, the light breaks thro” the cloud, and doubting 
and darkneſs vaniſh away. | 

Perions are often revived by religious conver- 
ſation : while they are talking of divine things, or 
ever they are aware, their ſouls are carried away 
into holy exerciſes with abundant pleaſure. And 
often while they are relating their paſt experiences, 
the ſame experiences are renewed, Sometimes they 
have Scriptures, one after another, coming to their 
minds, to anſwer their ſcruples and unravel their 


difficulties, exceeding appoſite and proper to their 


circumſtances, by which means their darkneſs is 
ſcattered; and often before any new remarkable 
comforts, eſpecially after a long continued dead- 
neſs, there are renewed humblings, in a great ſenſe 
of their own exceeding vileneſs and unworthineſs, 
as before their firſt comforts were beſtowed. | 
43. Many in the country have entertained a mean 
thought of this great Work, from what they have 
heard of impreſſions made on perſons imaginations, 


But there have been exceeding great miſrepreſen- 


tations and innumerable falſe reports concerning 
that matter, It is not, that I know of, the opinion 
of any one perſon in the town, that any weight is 
to be laid on any thing ſeen with the bodily eye: I 
know the contrary to be a received and eſtabliſhed 
principle amongſt us, I cannot ſay that there have 
been no inſtances of perfons that have been ready 
to give too much heed to uſeleſs imagination, but 
they have been eaſily correQed, and it will not be 


wondered at, that a congregation ſhouid need a guide 


in ſuch caſes, to aſſiſt them in diſtinguiſhing wheat 


from cha. But ſuch impreſſions on the imagi- 
nation as have been more uſual, ſeem to me to be 


no 


n 


1 
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no other, than what is to be expected in human na- 
ture in ſuch circumſtances, and what is the natural 
refult of impreſſions on the heart, | 

I do not ſuppoſe that they themſelves imagined 
that they ſaw any thing with their bodily eyes; but 
only have had within them ideas ſtrongly impreſſed, 
and as it were, lively pictures 1n their minds: as 
for inſtance, ſome when in great terrors, thro? fear 
of hell, have had lively ideas of a dreadful fur. 
nace. When ſome were greatly moved with a ſenſe 
of the excellency of ChRIST, together wiih a ſenſe. 
of his glorious ſpiritual perfections, there has riſen 
in the mind an idea of one of glorious Majeſty, and 
of a {weet and gracious aſpett: and ſome when 
greatly affected with CHRIST's death, had at the 
{ame time a lively idea of Cxr1sT hanging upon the 
croſs, and of his blood running from his wounds; 
which things will not be wondered at by them that 
have obſerved how frong affections about temporal 
matters will excite lively ideas of different things 
in the mind, | | 

There have indeed been ſome few inſtances, of 
impreſſions on perſon's imaginations, that have been 
myſterious to me, and I have been at a loſs about 
them; for tho? it has been exceeding evident to me 
by many things that appeared in them, both then 
(when they related them) and afterwards, that they 
indeed had a great ſenſe of the ſpiritual excellency 
of divine things accompanying them; yet I have 
not been able well to ſatisfy mylelf, whether their 
imaginary ideas have been more than could natu- 
rally ariſe from the ſpiritual ſenſe of things. How- 
ever, I have uſed the utmoſt caut:on in ſuch caſes; 
and great care has been taken both in public and in 
private, to teach perſons the difference between 
what is ſpiritual and what is imaginary, I have 
often warned perſons not to lay the ſtreſs of their 
hope on any ideas of any outward glory, or any ex- 
ternal thing whatſoever, and have met with no 
oppoſition in ſuch inſtructions. But it is not ſtrange 
if {ſome weaker perſons, in giving an account of 


their experiences, have not ſo prudently diſtin- 


guiſhed between the ſpiritual and imaginary part; 
| which 
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which thoſe that have not been well affected to 
Religion, might take advantage of, 

44. But to give a clearer idea of the nature and 
manner of the operations of Gop's Spirit in this 
wonderful effuſion of it, I would give an account 
of two particular inſtances. The firſt is an adult 
perſon, a young woman, whole name was Abigail 
4. Hutchinſon, I pitch upon her eſpecially, becauſe 
Win! {he is now dead, and ſo it may be more fit to ſpeak 
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lk freely of her than of living inſtances; tho* 1 am 
| 14 under far greater diſadvantages, on other accounts, 
i | 1 to give a full and clear narrative of her experiences, 
. nor can any account be given but what has been re- 
. tained in the memories of her near friends and ſome 
BR others, of what they have heard her exprels in her |, 
Will! liife-time. : 


She was of a rational, underſtanding family ; there 
could be nothing in her education that tended to 
Enthuſiaſm, but rather to the contrary extreme. 
She was before her converſion, to the obſervation | 
of her neighbours, of a ſober and inoffenſive con- 
verſation; and was a ſtill, quiet, referved perſon. 
She had long been infirm of body, but her infirmity 
had never been obfcrved at all to incline her to be 
notional or fanciful, or to occaſion any thing of re- 
ligious melancholy, She was under awakenings 
icarcely a week, before there ſeemed to be plain 
evidence of her being ſavingly changed, 

She was firſt awakened in the Winter, on a Mons 
day, by ſomething ſhe heard her brother ſay of the | 
_neceſlity of being in good earneſt in ſeeking Chriſt, |. 
together with the news ofthe converſion of another | 
young woman. This news wrought much upon her, 
and ſtirred up a ſpirit of envy in her towards this 
young woman, whom ſhe thought very unworthy 
ot being diſtinguiſhed from others by ſuch a mercy ; 
bat withal it engaged her in a firm reſolution to do 
her utmoſt. to obtain the ſame bleſſing, and con- 
{idering with hevlelf what courſe ſhe ſhould take, 
ſhe thought ſhe had not a ſufficient knowledge of 
the principles of religion: whereupon ſhe reſolved 
throughly to ſearch the Scriptures; and accordingly 
immediately began at the beginning of the Biblez 

intending 
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She continued thus 
till Thurſday, and then there was a ſudden alte- 
ration by a great increaſe of her concern in an ex- 
traordinary ſenſe of her own finfulneſs, particularly 
the ſinfulneſs of her nature and wickednels of her 
heart, which came upon her (as ſhe expreited it) as 
a flaſh of lightning, and ſtruck her into an ex- 
ceeding terror. Upon which ſhe left off reading 
the Bible in courſe as ſhe had begun, and turned to 
the New Teſtament, to fee if ſhe could find ſome 
relief for her diſtreſſed foul, | 
45. Her * great terror, ſhe ſaid, was, ſhe had 
finned againſt Gob:” her diſtreſs grew more and 
more for three days; until {as ſhe ſaid) ſhe ſaw © no- 
&« thing but blackneſs of darkrieſs before her, and 
& her very fleſh trembled for fear of Gop's wrath, 
% She wondered and was aſltuniimed at herſelf, that 
& ſhe had been ſo concerned for her body, and had 
% applied fo often to Phyſicians to heal that, and had 
&« neglected her ſoul,” Her ſinfulneſs appeared with 
a very awful aipett to her, eſpecially in three things, 
viz, her original fin, her fin of murmuring at Gop's 
Providence, in the weakneſs ſhe had been under, 
and in want of duty to her parents, tho' others had 
looked upon her to excel in dutifulneſs, On Satur- 
day, ſhe was fo earneſtly engaged in reading the 
Bible and other books, that ſhe continued in it, 
ſearching” for ſomething to relieve her, till her eyes 
was ſo dim, that ſhe could not know the letters. 
W hilt ſhe was thus engaged in reading, prayer, and 
other religious exerciſes, ſhe thought of thele words 
of Chriſt, wherein he warns us not to be as the 
Heathen, that think they ſhall be heard for their much 
peaking ; which, the ſaid, led her to ſee that the 
had truited to her own prayers and religious per- 
formances, and now ſhe was put to a nonplus, and 
knew not which way to turn herſelf, or where to 
leck relief. | | 
While her mind was in this poſture, her heart, 
ſhe ſaid, ſeemed to fly to the. miniſter for refuge, 
hoping that he could give her ſome relief, She 
came the ſame day to her brother, with the counte- 


vance of a perſon in diſtreſs, expoſtulating with 
| him, 
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him, why he had not told her more of her ſinful- 
neſs, and earneſtly enquiring of him what ſhe ſhould 
do. She ſeemed that day to feel in herſelf an en- 
mity againſt the Bible, which greatly affrighted her. 
Her ſenſe of her own exceeding ſinfulneſs con- 
tinued increaſing from Thurſday till Monday ; and 
ſhe gave this account of it, that it had been an 
opinion, which till now ſhe had entertained, that 
ine was not guilty of Adam's ſin; but that now ſhe 
iaw ſhe was guilty of that fin, and all over aefiled 
by it: and that the fin which ſhe brought into the 
world with her, wes alone ſufficient to condemn her. 

ab. On the. Sabbath-day ſhe was fo ill that her 
iriends thought it not heſt that ſhe ſhould go to pub- 
lic worſhip, of which ſhe ſeemed very deſirous: 
but when ſhe went to bed on the Sabbath-day night, 
the took up a reſolution that ſhe would the next 
morning go to the Miniſter, As ſhe awaked on 
Monday morning, a little before day, ſhe wondered 
within herſelf at the calm ſhe felt in her mind, 
which was of that kind which ſhe never felt be- 
fore, As ſhe thought of this, fuch words as theſe 
were in her mind; © The words of the Lord are 
pure words, health to the foul, and marrow to the 
bones;“ and then theſe words, “ the blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all ſin ;?” which were accompanied 
with a lively ſenſe of the excellency of Chriſt, and 
his ſuſſiciency to ſatisfy for the fins of the whole 
world. She then thought of that expreſſion, It ig 
a pleaſant thing for the eyes to behold the ſun; which 
words then fecmed to her to be very applicable to 
Jesvs CurisT, By thele things her mind was ex— 
cecding Tull of joy, She told her brother in the 
morning, „ that ſhe had ſeen (i. e. by faith} Chriſt 
« the laſt night, and that ſhe had really thought 
& that ſhe had not knowledge enough to be con- 
„ verted ;?*” but, ſays ſhe, ** Gop can make it quite 
6 e ay! On Monday ſhe felt all day a conſtant 
ſweetneſs in her ſoul, She had a repetition of the 
ſame diſcoveries of Chriſt three mornings together, 
that ſhe had on Monday morning, and much 1n the 


ſame manner, at each time, waking a little before 


day; but brighter and brighter every time. 
47. At 
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47. At the laſt time on Wedneſday morning, 


while in the enjoyment of a ſpiritual view of 


Chriſt's glory .and fulneſs, her ſoul was filled with 
diſtreſs for unbelievers, to conſider what a miſerable 
conditton they were in: and ſhe felt in herſelf a 
ſtrong inclination immediately to go forth to warn 
ſinners; and propoſed it the next day to her brother 
to aſſi lt her in going from houle to houſe; but her 
brother reſtrained her, telling her of the unſuitahle- 
neſs of ſuch a method. She told one of her ſiſters 
that day, that ſhe loved all mankind, but eſpecially the 
people , God, Her ſiſter aſked her why ſhe loved 
all mankind ? She replied, becauſe God hath made 
them, After this, there happened to come into the 
ſhop where ſhe was at work, three perſons that were 
thought to be lately converted. Her ſeeing them 
as they ſtepped in, ſo drew forth her love to them, 
that it overcame her, and ſhe almoſt fainted: and 
when they began to talk of the things of religion, 
it was more than {the could bear; they were obliged 
to ceale on that account, It was a very frequent 
thing with her to be overcome with a'tlow of af- 
fection to them that ſie thought godly, in conver— 
ſation with them, and {omctimes only at the fight 
of them. 

48. She had many extraordinary diſcoveries of 
the glory of Gop and Chrilt ; ſometimes in ſome 
particular attributes, and ſometimes in many. She 
gave an account that once, as thole four words 
palled thro' her mind, Wispom, JUSTICE, (00 D- 
NESS and RU Tit, her ſoul was filled with a ſenſe of 
the glory of each of theſe divine attributes, but 
eſpecially the laſt; Tru rn, ſaid ſhe, ſunk the deepeſt ! 
and therefore as thele words pailed, this was re- 
peated, Tx urn, Txurh! her mind was ſo ſwallowed 
up with a ſenſe of the glory of Gop's Truth, and 
other perfections, that ſhe ſaid, „ it ſeemed as tho? 
e her life was going, and that ſhe {aw it was caly 
„ with Gov to take away her life by diſcoveries of 
ee himſelf,” Soon after this ſhe went to a private 
religious meeting, and her mind was full of a ſenſe 
and view of the glory of Gop all the time; and 
when the exerciſe was ended, fome aſked her con- 

cerning 
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cerning What ſhe had experienced : and ſhe began 
to give them an account; but as ſhe was relating it, 
ſhe received ſuch a ſenſe of the ſame things, that 
her ſtrength failed; and they were obliged to take 
her, and lay her upon the bed. Afterwards ſhe was 
greatly affected, and rejoiced with theſe words, 
© Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain !”” 

49. She had ſeveral days together a ſweet ſenſe of 
the lovelineſs of Chriſt in his meekneſs, which dil- 
poſed her continually to be repeating over theſe 
words, Meex AN D LowLY IN HEART, MEEEK AnD 
LOWLY IN HEART. She once expreſſed herſelf to 
one of her ſiſters, to this purpoſe, that ſhe had con- 
tinued whole days and whole nights, in a conſtant ra- 
viſhing view of the glory of Gop and Chiilt, having 
enjoyed as much as her life could bear, Once as her 
brother was ſpeaking of the dying love of Chriſt, 
ſhe told him that ſhe had ſuch a ſenſe of it, that the 
mere mentioning it was ready to overcome her. 

Once, when ſhe came to me, ſhe told how at ſuch 
and ſuch a time ſhe thought ſhe ſaw as much of Gon, 
and had as much joy and pleaſure as was poſſible in 
this hfe, and that yet afterwards Gep diſcovered 
himſelf far more abundently, and ſhe ſaw the ſame 
things more clearly and in another, and far more 
excellent and delightful manner, and was filled with 
a more exceeding ſweetneſs, She hkewiſe gave 
me ſuch an account of the ſenſe ſhe once had from 
day to day of the gloiy of Chriſt and of Gop, in 
his various Attributes, that it ſeemed to me ſhe dwelt 
for days together in a kind of beatrjic viſon of Gon 
and ſeemed to have as immediate intercourle with 
him, as a child with a father: and at the ſame time, 
ſhe appeared moſt remote from any high thought of 
herſelf, and of her own ſufficiency; but was like a 
little child, and expreſſed a great deſire to be in- 
ſtructed, telling them that ſhe longed very often to 
come to me for inſtruction, and wanted to live at 
my houſe, that I might tell her her duty. 

50. She often expreſſed a ſenſe of the glory of 
Cob appearing in the trees, and g1owth of the fields, 
and other works of Gop's hands, She told her 
ſiſter that lived near the heart of the town, thet ſhe 
once 


WORK or GOD in NEW-ENGLAND. 37 


once thought it a pleaſant thing to live in the midale 


of the town, but now, ſays ſhe, © [ think it much moye 
pleaſant to ſet and fee the wind blowing the trees, and 
{o behold in the country what God has made.” She had 
fometimes the powerful breathings of the Spirit of 
Gop on her ſoul, while reading the Scripture, and 
would expreſs a ſenſe that ſhe had of the certain 
Truth and Divinity thereof, She ſometimes would 
appear with a pleaſant ſmile on her countenance 3 
and when her ſiſter took notice of it, and aſked 


why ſhe ſmiled, ſhe replied, 4 I am brim-full of a 


« {weet feeling within!“ She often uſed to expreſs _ 
how * good and ſweet it was to lie low before Gop, 
«and the lower (ſays ſhe) the better!“ And that it 
was * pleaſant to think of lying in the duſt, all the 
« days of her life, mourning for ſin.” She was 
wont to manifeſt a great ſenſe of her own meannels 
and dependance. She often expreſſed an exceedin 

compaſſion, and pitiful love, which ſhe found in 
her heart towards perſons that knew not Chriſt; 
which was ſometimes ſo ſtrong, that as ſhe was 
paſting by ſuch in the ſtreets, or thoſe that ſhe feared 


were ſuch, ſhe would be overcome by the ſight of 


them, She once ſaid, that ſhe longed to have the 
world ſaved, ſhe wanted, as 1t were, to pull them all 
to her; ſhe could not bear to have one loſt. 

51, She had great longings to die, that ſhe might 
be with Chriſt ; which increaſed till ſhe thought ſhe 
did not know how to be patient to wait till Gop's 
time ſhould come. But once when ſhe felt thoſe 
longings, ſhe thought with herielf, „If I long to 
die, why do I go to Phyſicians? *” Whence ſhe con- 


eluded that her longings for death were not well 


regulated. After this ſhe often put it to herſelf, 
which ſhe ſhould chuſe, whether to live or to die, 
to be fick or to be well, and ſhe found ſhe cod 
not tell, till at laſt ſhe found herſelf diſpoſed to lay 


theſe words, “ am quite willing to live, and quice 


willing to die; quite willing to be fick, and quite 


es willing to be well; and quite willing for any 
„ thing that Gop will bring upon me! And then, 
% ſaid ſhe, I felt mylelf perfectly caſy, in a full 
ee ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop,”” She then la- 
D mented 
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mented much, that ſhe had been ſo eager in her 
longings for death, as it argued want of reſignation 
to Gon, She ſeemed henceforward to continue in 
this reigned frame till death. 


52, After this her illneſs increaſed upon her: an 
once after having ſpent the greater part of the night 
in extreme pain, ſhe awaked out of a little ſleep 
with theſe words in her heart and mouth; «I am 
& willing to ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake, I am willing to 
« ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt's ſake, I am willing 
eto ſpend my life, even my very life for Chriſt's 
& ſake!” And tho” ſhe had an extraordinary reſig- 
nation, with reſpect to life or death, yet the thoughts 
of death were exceeding {weet to her, At a time 
when her brother was reading in Job, concerning 
worms fecding on the dead body, ſhe appeared with 
a pleaſant ſmile, and being enquired of about it, 
ſhe ſaid, it was ſweet to her to think of her being 
in ſuch circumſtances, At another time, when her 
brother mentioned the danger there ſcemed to be, 
that the illneſs ſhe then laboured under, might be 
an occaſion, of her death, it filled her with joy that 
almoſt overcame her, At another time, when ſhe 
met a company following a corple to the grave, {he 
faid, it was ſweet to her to think, that they would 
in a little time follow her in like manner. 

53. Her illneſs in the latter part of it was ſeated 
much in her throat; and ſwelling inwardly, filled 
up the pipe, ſo that ſhe could ſwallow nothing but 
what was perfectly liquid, and but very little of 
that, and with great and long ſtrugglings and ſtrang- 
lings, that which ſhe took in, flying out at her noſ- 
trils, till ſhe at laſt could ſwallow nothing at all, 
She had a raging appetite to food, fo that ſhe told 
Her ſiſter, when talking with her about her circum» 
ſtances, that the worſt bit ſhe threw to her {wine 
would be ſweet to her; but when ſhe ſaw that ſhe 
could not ſwallow it, ſhe ſeemed to be pertettly 
contented without it, as if ſhe had no appetite to 
it. Others were greatly moved to ſee what ſhe un- 
derwent, and were filled with admiration at her un- 
exampled patience. At a time when ſhe was ſtriving 
in vain to get down a little food, ſomething bows, 
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and was very much ſpent with it; ſhe looked upon 
her ſiſter with a ſmile, ſay! ing, 0 f. ſter, this is for 
my good!” At another time, when her fiſter was 
ſpeaking of what ſhe underwent, ſhe told her, that 
ſhe lived a heaven upon carth for all that, She uſed 
iometimes to lay to her ſiſter, under her extreme 
lufferings, „It is good to be ſo!” Her ſiſter once 
aſked her, why ſhe ſaid fo, „Why, ſaid ſhe, be- 
caufe Gov: would have it o: it is beſt that things 
ſhould be as Gor would have them: It looks belt 
to me,” After her confinement, as they were lead- 
ing her from the bed to the door, fhe ſeemed over- 
come by the ſight of things abroad, as ſhewing forth 


the glory of the Being that made them. As ſhe lay 


on her death-bed, ſhe would often ſay theſe words, 
s God is my Friend!” And once looking upon her 
ſiſter, with a imile, ſaid, „O Siſter! how good it 
is! how ſweet and comfortable it is to conſider, and 
think of heavenly things!“ 

She expreſſed on her death- bed an exceeding long- 
ing, both for perſons in a natural ſtate, that they 
might be converted, and for believers that they 
might ſee and know more of Gov, And when 
thoſe that looked upon themſelves as unbelievers 
came to ſee her, ſhe would be greatly moved with 
compaſſionate affection. The ſame weck that ſhe 
died, when ſhe was in diſtreſſing circumſtances as 
to her body, ſome of the neighbours that came to 
fee her, aſked if ſhe was willing to die? She re- 
plied, © I am quite willing either to hve or die; 
I am willing to be in pain; I am willing to be ſo 
always (as ſhe was then,) if that was the will of Gop, 
1 will what Gop willeth.” They aſked her whether 
ſhe was willing to die that night ? She anſwered, 
&« yes, 2f it be God's will,” And ſeemed to ſpeak all 
with that perfect compoſure of ſpirit, and with 
ſuch a chearful and pleaſant FOUNTENANTS, that it 


Hlled them with admiration, 


. She was very weak a conſiderable time be- 
fore ſhe died, having pined away with famine and 
thirſt, ſo that her fleſh ſeemed to be dried upon her 
bones; ; and therefore could ſay but little, and ma- 
nifeſted her mind very much by ſigns, She ſaid, 

EE % have 
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« I have matter enough to fill up all my time with 


talk, if I had but ſtrength,” A few days before 


her death, ſome aſked her, whether ſhe was afraid 


to die? She anſwered to this purpoſe, that ſhe had 


not the leaſt degree of fear of death. They aſked 


her „ why ſhe would be ſo confident ? ” She an- 


Twered, „If I ſhould ſay otherwiſe, I ſhould ſpeak 
contrary to what I know, There is indeed a dark 
entry, that looks ſomething dark, but on the other 
fide there appears ſuch a bright ſhining light, that I 
cannot be afraid!“ She ſaid not long before ſhe 
died, 4 I uſed to be afraid how I ſhould grapple 
with death; but Gop has ſhewed me that he can 
make it caly in great pain.” Several days before 
the died, ſhe could ſcarcely ſay any thing but juſt 
yes and no, to queitions that were aſked her, for ſhe 
leemed to be dying for three days together ; but 
ſeemed to continue in a {weet compoſure of ſoul, 
without interruption, to the lait, and died as a per- 
ſon that went to ſleep, without any ſtruggling, about 
noon, on Friday, June 27, 1743. Ns | 

I proceed to the other inſtance. Her name is 
Phebe Baitlet, daughter of William Bartlet, I ſhall 
give the account as I took it from the mouth of 
her parents, whole veracity none that know them 
doubt of. | 


She was born in March, in the year 1731; About 


the latter end of April, or beginning of May, 1735, 
ſhe was greatly affected by the talk of her brother, 
who hed been converted a little before, at about 
eleven years of age, and then ſeriouſly talked to 
her about the great things of religion, Her parents 
did not know of it at that time, and were not wont, 
in the counſels they gave to their children, particu— 
larly to direct themſelves to her, by reaſon of her 
being ſo young, and as they ſuppoled not capable 
of underſtanding, But after her brother had taiked 
to her, they obſerved her very earneſtly to liſten to 
the advice they gave to the other children; and 
ſhe was oblerved very conſtantly to retire, ſeveral 
times in a day, for ſecret prayer, She grew more 
and more engaged in religion, and was more fre— 
quent in her cloſet; till at laſt ſne was wont to viſit 
| 1 
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it five or ſix times in a day, and was ſo engaged in 
it, that nothing would at any time divert her, either 
by putting it out of her thoughts, or otherwiſe en- 
gaging her inclinations. 5 

585. She once of her own accord ſpake of her un- 
fucceſsfulneſs, in that ſhe could not find Gop. But 
on Thurſday, the laſt day of July, about the middle 
of the day, the child being in the cloſet, where ſhe 
uſed to retire, her mother heard her ſpeaking aloud, 
which was unuſual, and never had been obſerved 
before; and her voice ſeemed to be as of one ex. 
ceedingly importunate; but her mother could diſ- 
tinctly hear only theſe words (ſpoken in her childiſh 
manner, but with extraordinary earneſtneſs) © Pray, 
bleſled Lord, give me ſalvation! I PRAY,--BEG,.«- 
pardon all my fins!” When the child had done 


prayer, ſhe came out of the cloſet, and came and 


fat down by her mother, and cried out aloud, Her 
mother earneſtly afked her ſeveral times, What the 
matter was? before ſhe would make any anſwer ; 
but ſhe continued exceedingly crying, and wreathing 
her body to and fro, like one in anguiſh of ſpirit, 
Her mother then aſked her, Whether ſhe was afraid 
that Gov would not give her falvation ? She then 
anſwered, * Yes, I am afraid I ſhall-go to hell!“ 
Her mother then endeavoured to quiet her, and told 
her ſhe would not have her cry, ſhe mult be a good 
girl, and pray every day, and ſhe hoped Gov would 
give her ſalvatiom: But this did not quiet her at”, 
all; but ſhe continued thus earneſtly crying, and 
began to ſmile, and preſently ſaid with a ſmiling 

countenance, © Mother, the kingdom of heaven is 
come to me!“ Her mother. was ſurprized at the 
ſudden alteration, and at the ſpeech; and knew not 
what to make of it, but at firit faid nothing to her. 
The child preſently ſpake again, and ſaid, * There 
is another come to me, and there is another, there 
is three; and being aixzed what ſhe meant, ſhe an- 
{fwered, „one is, Thy will be done, and there is 
another, Enjoy him for ever; by which it ſeems 
that when the child ſaid, there is three come to me, 
ſhe meant three pallages of the Catechiſm that came 


to her mind, 
| D 3 
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56. After the child had ſaid this, ſhe retired again 
into her cloſet ; and her mother went over to her 
brother's, who was next neighbour; and when ſhe 
came back, the child being come out of the clolet, 
meets her mother with this chearful ſpeech, I can 


find God now ! referring to what ſhe had before 


complained of, that ſhe could not find God. Then 
the child ſpoke again, and ſaid, „I love God!“ 
her mother aſked her, “ how well ſhe loved God, 
whether ſhe loved God better than her ſiſter Rachel 
did?” She anſwered, © Yes, better than any thing!“ 
Then her eldeſt fiſter, referring to her ſaying, fe 
could not find God now, aſked her where ſhe could find 
God? She anſwered, * in heaven,” M, ſaid ſhe, 
have you been in heaven? „ No,“ ſaid the child, By 


this it ſeems not to have been any imagination or 


any thing ſeen with bodily eyes, that ſhe called 


God, when ſhe ſaid, I can find God now. Her 
mother aſked her, Whether ſhe was afraid of going 
to hell, and that had made her cry ? She anſwered, 
4 Yes, I was; but now I ſhan't,” Her mother aſked 


her, Whether ſhe thought that God had given her 


{zlvation ? ſhe anſwered, Yes, Her mother aſked 
her, When? She anſwered, To-day, She appeared 
all that afternoon exceeding joyful. One of the 
neighbours aſked her, how ſhe felt herſelf? She an- 
ſwered, I feel better than ever I did,” The neigh- 
bour aſked her, what made her feel better? ſhe an- 
lwered, „God makes me.“ That evening as ſhe 
lay a-bed, ſhe called one of her little couſins that 
was preſent in the room, as having lomething to ſay 
to him ; and when he came, ſhe toid him, that 
«+. Heaven was better than earth.” The next day 
being Friday, her mother aſking her her Catechiſm, 
aiked her, „What God made her for?“ She an- 
{wered, * to ſerve him,” and added, “ every one 
mould ſerve God, and get Chriſt.“ ; 

57. The fame day the elder children, when they 


came home from ſchool, ſeemed much affected with 


the change in Phebe : and her ſiſter Abigail ſtanding 

by, her mother took occaſion to counſel her, now to 

improve her time, to prepare for another world; on 

which Phebe burſt out in tears, and cried out, Poor 
| Nabby! 
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Nabby ! Her mother told her ſhe would not have 
her cry, ſhe hoped that God would give Nabby ſal- 
vation; but that did not quiet her, but ſhe con. 
tinued earneſtly crying for ſome time; and when 
ſhe had in a meaſure ceaſed, her ſiſter Eunice Dong 
by her, ſhe burſt out again, and cried, Poor Eunice! 
and cried exceedingly; and when ſhe had almoſt 
done, ſhe went into another room, and there looked 
upon her fiſter Naomi; and burſt out again, crying 
Poor Amy! Her mother was greatly affected, and 
knew not what to fay, One of the neighbours 
coming in a little after, aſked her what ſhe had cried 
for? She {eemed at firſt backward to tell the reaſon: 
her mother told her ſhe might tell that perſon; 
upon Which ſhe ſaid, © I cried becauſe I was afraid 
they would go to hell,” | 


58, At night a Miniſter, that was occafionally in 


the town, was at the houſe, and talked conſiderably 
with her, of the things of religion; and after he 
was gone, ſhe ſat leaning on: the table, with tears 
running out of her eyes: and, being aſked what 
made her cry, ſhe ſaid, it was thinking about God. 


The next day being Saturday, The ſeemed great part 


of the day to be in a very affectionate frame, had 
four turns of crying, and {:emed to endcavour to 
curb herſelf, and hide her tears, and was very back- 
ward to talk of the occaſion of it, On the Sabbath- 


day ſhe was aſked whether ſhe believed in God? 


ſhe anſwered yes: and being told that Chriſt was 

4 , i g | 61 \ 

the Son of God, ſhe made fcady aniwer, and ſaid, 
1 know it. 5 „ 8 | 

From this time there has appeared a very remark- 

able change in the child: ihe has been very ſtri& 

upon the Sabbath, and ſceris to long for the Sab— 


bath-day before it comes, and will often in the week 
time be enquiring how long it is to the Sabbath-day, 


and mult have the days particularly counted over 
that are between, before ſhe will be contented, And 
ſhe ſeems to love God's houſe, and is very eager to 
go thither : her mother once aſked her why ſhe had 
ſuch a mind to go? whether it was to ſee fine 
folks? She ſaid, „No, it was to hear Mr. Edwards 
preach,” When ſhe is in the place of worſhip, the 
| | 23 
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is very far from ſpending her time there as children 
of her age uſually do, but appears with deep at- 
tention. She alſo appears very deſirous at all op- 


portunities to go to private religious meetings; and 


is very ſtill and attentive at home in prayer-time, 
and has appeared affected in time of family- prayer. 
She ſeems to delight much in hearing religious con- 
verſation. When I once was there with ſome others 
that were ſtrangers, and talked to her ſomething of 
religion, ſhe ſeemed more than ordinary attentive 


and when we were gone, ſhe looked out very wiſh- 


fully after us, and ſaid, “ 1 wiſh they would come 

again!” Her mother aſked her why + ſays ſhe, 
«& I love to hear them talk!“ | 

589. She ſeems to have very much of the fear of 

God before her eyes, and an extraordinary dread of 

fin; of which her mother mentioned the following 


remarkable inſtance, Some time in Auguſt, the laſt 


year, ſhe went with ſome bigger children, to get 
ſome plumbs, in a neighbour's lot, knowing nothing 
of any harm in what ſhe did : but when ſhe brought 
ſome of the plumbs into the houſe, her mother 
mildly reproved her, and told her that ſhe muſt not 
get plumbs without leave, becaule it was ſin; God 
had commanded her not to ſteal. The child ſeemed 
greatly ſurprized, and burſt out into tears, and cried 
out, © I won't have theſe plumbs!?”? and turning to 
her fiſter Eunice, very earneſtly ſaid to her, „h 
did you aſk me to go to that plumb-tree ? I ſhould not 


have gone if you had not aſked me,” The other 


children did not ſeem to be much affected or con- 
cerned; but there was no pacifying Phebe, Her 
mother told her ſhe might go and aſk leave, and 
then it would not be fin for her to eat them; and 
ſent one of the children to that end; and when ſhe 
returned, her mother told her the owner had given 
leave, now ſhe might eat them, and it would not 
be ſtealing. This ſtifled her a little while; but pre- 


ſently ſhe broke out again into an exceeding fit of 


crying: her mother aſked her what made her cry 
again ? why ſhe cried now, fince they had aſked 
leave? what it was that troubled her now? and 
aſked her ſeveral times very carneRly, before [te 
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made any anſwer; but at laſt ſaid, „it was becaufe 
it was ſin.” She continued a conſiderable time 
crying; and ſaid, „ will not go again if Eunice 
aſked me an hundred times;*” and ſhe retained ber 


- averſion to that fruit for a conſiderable time, under 


the remembrance of her former lin. 

60. She at ſome times appears greatly affected and 
delighted with texts of Scripture that come to her 
mind, Particularly, about the beginning of No- 
vember, the laſt year, that text came to her mind, 
Rev. iii. 20. Behold, I ſtand at the door and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in, and ſup with him, and he 
with me.“ She ſpoke of it to thoſe of the family 


with great appearance of joy, a ſmiling counte- 


nance, and elevation of voice; and afterwards ſhe 
went into another room, where her mother overs 
heard her talking very earneſtly to the children 
about it, and particularly heard her ſay to them, 
three or four times over, with an air of excecding 
joy and admiration, * JWhy, it ic to ſup with God!“! 
At ſome time about the middle of the Winter, very 
late in the night, when all were a-bed, her mother 
perceived that ſhe was awake, and heard her, as 
tho” ſhe was weeping, She called to her, and aſked 
her what was the matter. She anſwered with a low 
voice, fo that her mother could not hear what ſhe 
ſaid ; but thinking it might be occaſioned by ſome 
ſpiritual affection, ſaid no more to her; but pers 
ceived her to lie awake, and to continue in the ſame 
frame, for a conſiderable time, The next morning, 
the aſked her whether ſhe did not cry the laſt night ? 
The child an{wered, „yes, I did cry a little, for I 
was thinking about God and Chrilt, and they loved 
me,” Her mothcr aſked her, whethgr to think of 
God and Chriſt's loving her made her cry? She an- 
{wered, yes, it does ſometimes. - 

61. She has often manifeſted a great concern for 
the good of other ſouls; and has been wont many 
times affectionately to counſel the other children, 
Once about the latter end of September, the laſt 
year, when ſhe and ſome others of the children 
were in a room by themſelves, a huſking Indian 

Corn, 
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corn, the child after a while came out and ſat by 
the fire, Her mother took notice that ſhe appeared 
with a more than ordinary ſerious and penſive coun- 
tenance, At laſt ſhe broke ſilence, and faid, I have 
been talking to Nabby and Eunice, Her mother 
aſked her what ſhe had ſaid to them, « Why, ſaid 
ſhe, I told them they muſt pray, and prepare to 
die, that they had but a little while to live in this 
world, and they muſt be always ready,” When 
Nabby came out, her mother aſked her, whether 
Ihe had ſaid that to them? „ Yes, ſaid ſhe, ſhe arid 
that and a great deal more.” At other times, the 
child took her opportunities to talk to the other 
children about the great concern of their ſouls, 
iometimes, ſo as to ſet them into tears. She was 
once exceeding importunate with her mother to go 
with her ſiſter Naomi to pray: Her mother endea- 
voured to put her off; but ſhe pulled her by the 


fleeve, and ſeemed as if ſhe would by no means he 


denied. At laſt her mother told her, that © Amy 


muſt go and pray herſelf ;”” © but, ſays the child, ſhe 


will not go;” and perſiſted earneſtly to beg of her 
mother to go with her, | | 
She has manifeſted great love to her miniſter : 
particularly when I returned from my long journey 
for my health, the laſt Fall; when ſhe heard of it, 
the appeared very joyful at the news, and told the 
children of it, with an elevated voice as the molt 


joyful tidings; repeating it over and over, © Mr, 
Edwards is come home! Mr. Edwards is come 


home!” She {till continues very conftant in ſecret 
Prayer, ſo far as can be obſerved (for ſhe ſeems to 
have no deſire that others ſhould obſerve her when 
ſhe retires, but ſeems to be a child of a reſerved 
temper) and every night before ſhe goes to bed, 
will ſay her Catechiſm, and will by no means mils 


it: ſhe never forgot it but once, and then, after ſhe 


Was in bed, thought' of it, and cried out in tears, 
„J han't ſaid my Catechiſm!” and would not be 
quieted till her mother aſked her the Catechiſm as 
the lay in bed. She ſometimes appeared to be in 
doubt about the condition of her ſoul : but at other 
times ſeems to have no doubt, but when aſked, re- 
pites without heſitation, _ 62, In 
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62. In the former part of this great work of God 

amongſt us, till it got to its height, we ſeemed to be 
wonderfully bleſſed in all reſpects. Satan (as has 
been already obſerved) ſeemed to be unuſually re- 
ſtrained: Perſons that before had been involved in 
melancholy, ſeemed to be as it were waked out of 
it; and thoſe that had been entangled with extraor- 
dinary temptations, were wonderfully ſet at liberty ; 
and not only ſo, but it was the moſt remarkable 
time of health, that ever I knew lince I have been 
in the town, But after this it ſeemed to be other- 
wiſe, When this work of God appeared to be at 


its greateſt height, a poor weak man that belongs to 


the town, being in great ſpiritual trouble, was hur- 
ried to cut his throat, and made an attempt, but 
did not do it effectually. He after this continued a 
conſiderable time exceedingly overwhelmed with 
melancholy ; but has now a long time been de- 
livered by the light of God's countenance lifted up 
upon him. | 5 
63. In the latter part of May, it began to be very 
ſenſible that the Spirit of God was gradually with- 
drawing from us, and after this time Satan ſeemed 
to be more let looſe, and raged in a dreadful man- 
ner. The firſt inſtance wherein it appeared, was a 
perſon's putting an end to his own life, by cutting 
his throat. He was a gentleman of more than com- 
mon underitanding, of ſtrict morals, reffgious in 
his behaviour, and an uſeful honourable perſon in 


the town, but was of a family that are exceedin 


rone to melancholy, and his mother was killed 
with it. The news of this extraordinarily affected 
the minds of the people here, and ſtruck them as it 
were with aſtoniſhment. After this, multitudes in 
this, and other towns, ſeemed to have it ſtrongly 
ſuggeſted to them, and preſſed upon them, to do as 
this perſon had done. And many that ſeemed to 


be under no melancholy, nor were under any ſpecial 
trouble of mind, yet had it urged upon them, as if 


ſomebody had ſpoke to them, „Cut your own 
throat, now is a good opportunity, Now, now!” 
So that they were obliged to fight with all their 
might to reſiſt it, and yet no reaſon ſuggeſted to 
them why they ſhould do it, 64. After 
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64. After theſe things the inſtances of converſion 
were rare in compariſon of what they had been (tho' 
that remarkable inſtance of the little child was after 
this) and the Spirit of God appeared ſenſibly with- 
drawing from all parts of the country: but religion 
remained here, and I believe in ſome other places, 
the main fubject of converſation, for ſeveral months, 
And there were ſome turns, wherein God's work 
feemed ſomething to revive, and we were ready to 
hope that all was going to be renewed again: yet 
in the main there was a gradual - decline of that 
general, engaged lively fpirit in religion, which had 
been before. But as to thoſe who have been thought 
to be converted amongit us, in this time, they ge- 

nerally ſeem to be perſons that have had an abiding 
change wrought on them : I have had particular ac- 
quaintance with many of them ſince, and they ap- 
pear to have a new ſenſe of things, new apprehen- 
fions and views of God, of the divine attributes, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, and the great things of the Gol- 

el: they have a new ſenſe of the truth of them, 
and they affect them in a new manner; tho? it is 
very far from being always alike with them: the 
feel an inward ardour and burning of heart, the 
like to Which they never experienced before: they 
have new appetites, new breathings and pantings of 
heart, ang groanings that cannot be uttered, There is 
a new kind of inward labour and ſtruggle of foul 
towards heaven and holineſs. 

65, Some that before were very rough in their 
tempers and manners ſeem to be remarkably ſoftened 
and ſweetened, And ſome have had their ſouls ex- 
ceedingly filled and overwhelmed with light, love, 
and comfort, long ſince the work of God has ceaſed 
to be lo remarkably carried on in a general way: 
and yet there is ſtill a great deal of religious con- 
verſation, amongſt young and old; a religious diſ- 
poſition is ſtill maintained among ſt our people, by 
their upholding frequent private religious meetings, 
and all ſorts are generally worſhipping God at ſuch 
meetings, on Sabbath- nights, and in the evening 
after our public Lecture. Many children in the 
town do ſtill keep up ſuch meetings amongſt theme 

ſelves. 
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ſelves. I know of no one young perſon in the town 
that has returned to their former looſeneſs or ex- 
travagancy in any reſpect; but we {till remain a re- 
formed people, and God has evidently made us a 
new people, „„ I ugh 
I can't ſay there has been no inſtance of any one 
perſon that has carried himſelf ſo, that others ſhould 
juſtly be offended; nor am I fo vain as to imagine 
that we have not been miſtaken concerning any, or 
that there are none that paſs amongſt us for cep, 
who are indeed wolves in ſheep's cloathing, who pro- 
1 bably may ſome time or other diſcover themſelves _ 
by their fruits. We are not ſ pure, but that we 
have great cauſe to be humbled and aſhamed, that 
we are fo impure ; nor fo religious but that thoſe who 
watch for our halting, may ſee things in us, whence 
they may take occaſion to reproach us and religion, 
But in the main, there has been a great and mar- 
vellous work of converſion and ſanctification 
amongſt the people here. . 
66. Yet a great part of the country have not re- 
| ceived the moſt favourable thoughts of this affair, 
| and to this day many retain a jealouſy concerning 
it, and prejudice againſt it: I have reaſon to think 
that the meanneſs and weaknels of the inſtrument, 
that has been made uſe of in this town, has preju- 


( diced many againſt it: but yet this circumſtance of 
| this great work of God, 1s analogous to other cir- 
| cumſtances of it; God has ſo ordered the manner 


of it in many reſpeQs, as remarkably to ſhew it to 

be his own peculiar work, and to ſecure the glory 

| of it wholly to his own Almighty power and tove- 
reign grace. And Whatever the circumſtances and 
means have been, yet /o hath it pleaſed God to 
work ! and we are evidently a people bleiled of the 
Lord! and here in this corner of the world, God 

_ dwells and manifeſts his glory. . 
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